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Plant stories
and the world will bloom!

eous Arwork: Sandra Eleftheriou
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Mia gopd kai €vav kaipd, yevvinBnke éva naidi 10 onoio NBeAe va {hoel KaAUTEPA anod TouC NPWES TV
napapuBiwv nou {ouoave anAwg KaAd.

MeydAwve Kair GAale. AidaBade kal PeTagoppuvorav.

lNvorav Aov Kixwmng kar noAepoUuoe Toug aveOUUAOUG.

lvorav AAikn kai {wvtdveue 1a Bavpara.

lvorav Popnév kai €Eowde 1a ddon.

lNvorav AUKoc Kai égriaxve ayEAEC nou Tpayoudouoav oto Geyyapl.

Mepvouoav 1a xpovia, pa o Koopog 0gv AANale Onwg noBouok.

Kardgepe Opwg va eniager évav 61kO Tou kAopo. Le pia auAn e knno. EBale péaa 6,1 ayanouok.
MNépaoav Ki GAa xpdvia, Kar apou yivorav oAoéva Kal 60paTePOC We 1a diaBdopard Tou, BPNKe Tn Auon.
"HpBe pBIvonwpo. Opywoe KaAd T yn Kai QUTEYE.

Xeipwviaoe. Mepipeve va Nwaoel 10 Asuko xali. BipAionapéa €ixe EKAEKTA Kal EKave unopovi.

Tnv dvoi€n netaxtkav 1a npwra puAAapdkia. MeyaAwoav Koppoi, khadid, EenpdBaiav pnoupnoukia.
[€pI0€ N Yuxn JE Xpwuara Kai apwpara.

To kalokaipi; Bapkeg, 1o110popa, agpdorara, nodnAara... Ta&ideue naviov!

"HEepe mia pe BePaidtnia nwg pdvo 101 Ba 1ov GAAAleE Tov KOOLO.

"EyIve QuTEUTAG.

OUTEUTAC I0TOPIWMV PAYIKWV.

"Eonepve AEE€IC, Ninaive EIKOVEC, OKAMIZE payeia, nomde paviaoia Kai puipwvav lotopiec. Merd; KAadeue
ayann kai Xapie YNOUKETa aToug NEPACTIKOUC.

Mnoukéra 1pivng, eAnidac, duvaung, niotng oto aduvaro. MnoukEra pikpwv Baupdrwy yia Tov Kabéva.
Kda6e avoiEn, otic 2 Tou Anpiln, o1 10Topiec nou @UTEUE AvBIav Tov KOGHO.

A, Kai e Ta epyactipia Knnoupikng poipaldrav T yvaon Tou QUTENATOC Je peydAoug Kal PIKpPoUg.

Kai €yive 0 knnog 1ou 0 Knnog g EAnidag kar n auAn tou n AuAn 1wv Baupdrov, e Tov Bauparonold
nAvra eKei, va EETUNIYEI KOKKIVEG KAWOTEC 10TOPIV.

"EXeva llepikAéovs

Enitponog lpootaciac Twv Aikaiwpdrwv Tou Maidiod tng Kunpiakig Anpokpariac

H ‘EAeva MepikAEoUC yevvnBnKe pe pia ayoupa — 1 payoupa e avalnmaonc. And naidi paleue AEEeIC,
napatnPoUcE OIWNEC Kal AKOUYE 10TOPIEC nou TNC WiBUpIZav Ta OEvipa Kai o1 0EAIDEC TwV PBIBAIWV.
Ynouodaoce Maidaywylka Kal OUVEXIOE [IE PETaNTUXIaKES onoudég omv MepiBaAloviikn Eknaideuon, yiari
nioTeVE NWG n GPoVTIda yia T @Uen Kal n epovTida yia 1o naidi eival suyKoIvwvouvTa doxeia eualobnaiac.
Ynpepa, we Eniponoc Mpooraciag twv AIkaiopatwy 1ou Maidiou, unnperei Je ouvéneia 10 6paua piag
KOIVWVIaC Mou aKOUEI, Katavoei kar o€Betal tn pwvn Tou naidiov. Méoa and 1o £pyo TNC 0TNV EKNQAIDEU-
an, 1oV NoAmaopo Kai i Aoyotexvia, unepacniceral 1o Oikaiwpa KGBe naidiol ot Zwi, oty €Kepacn, ot
OUUKETOXN Kal 01NV NPO0Bacn oTnv TEXVN Kal 0ToV NoAmapo.

‘Exe1 eKOOOEI €ikoo1 OKT®) BIBAia yia naidid, epnBoug Kai eviAIKEG, NoAAG and Ta onoia €xouv TILNBEI e
Kparika BpaBeia kai dlakpiceig ano AoyorexvikoUc opeic amv.Kunpo kai atnv EAGda.

Miotetel nwe KaBe 1oTopia gival évac ondpoc: Ki 6rav GUTEUETal e ayann, o KGoOC aveiel.

Elena Perikleous

Commissioner for the Protection of Children’s Rights, Republic of Cyprus

* Elena Perikleous was born with an itch — the itch of searching. Since childhood, she gathered words,
observed silences, and listened to stories whispered by trees and book pages.

She studied Education and pursued postgraduate studies in Environmental Education, believing that
caring for nature and caring for children are vessels of the same sensitivity.

Today, as the Commissioner for the Protection of Children’s Rights, Elena consistently serves the
vision of a society that listens to, understands, and respects the voice of every child. Through her
work in education, culture, and literature, she defends every child’s right to life, expression,
participation, and access to art and culture.

Elena Perikleous has published twenty-eight books for children, young adults, and adults, many of
which have been honored with State Literature Awards and distinctions from literary organizations in
Cyprus and Greece.

She believes that every story is a seed — and when planted wﬁ'h love, the world blossoms.
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PuTEyTE I0TOPIES KAl 0 KOopos Oa avOioel
Plant stories and the world will bloom!”

Once upon a time, a child was born, longing to live better than the heroes of fairy tales—who only lived
happily ever after.

The child grew and changed, read, and became Don Quixote, battling windmills; Alice, bringing
wonder to life; Robin Hood, saving the forests; a wolf, gathering moon-singing packs.

Years passed, but the world remained untouched by the change once dreamed of.

Yet-the child managed to put together a brand new world within a garden courtyard, filled with
everything dear to the heart.

More years passed.

And as books whispered wisdom into the soul, the child knew what had to be done.

When autumn came, the earth was tilled and seeds were planted.

Winter arrived.

The child waited patiently for the white sheath to melt, nurtured by the company of budding books.
Then it was spring. Tender leaves shot out from the stems.

Trunks thickened, branches stretched, buds sprouted.

The child’s soul blossomed, filled with colours and scents.

And summer?

It was the time of boats, sailboats, hot-air balloons, bicycles... the time of travelling far and wide!
Now the child knew—without a doubt:

This was the way to change the world: by becoming a planter.

A planter of magical stories, sowing words, cultivating images, harvesting wonder, watering
imagination.

And so stories began to grow and spread.

Then?

The child pruned with love, gifting bouquets to passersby—

Bouquets of peace, hope, strength, and faith in the impossible.

Bouquets of small miracles, for each and every one.

Every spring, on the second of April,

the stories the child had sown set the world ablaze with bloom.

Oh, and through the gardening workshops, reaping wisdom was passed on to young and old alike.
And the child’s garden became the Garden of Hope,

the courtyard, the Courtyard of Wonders,

as the magician always held his ground—

unspooling red threads of storytelling into the breeze. Translator: Despina Pirketti

2avTtpa EAevOepiov

H Xdvipa EAcuBepiou onoudaoe ypa@IKES TEXVES Kal ano 10 2004 epyaletal w¢ Ikovoypdeog, €xoviag
OUVEPYQOTE( PJE 10 NAEIADA EKDOTIKWV OIKWV.

To €pyo ¢ €xel DIakPIBET apKeTEC POPEC, EAaPe €1 popéc 1o Kparkd BpaBeio Eikovoypdpnong tou
Ynoupyeiou Maideiag kai MoAmaopou Kunpou, eknpoomnnae tnv narpida e omv Tiunmkn Aiota Tou IBBY
2012 ka1 npordBnke yia 10 Bpapeio Aviepoev 2020. Ynnp&e pédoc tne Kpmkng Emrponnce Kpamkwv
BpaBeiwv Eikovoypdenong Kunpou kai EANGdag kai Arav unoyngia yia 1o Bpapeio Maviap Oiykapd —
['uvaikeg g Xpoviag 2018 kai 2022, omv kamyopia dnpioupyodc.

MapaMnAa pe v IKovoypdpnaon acxoAgital pe T cuyypa@n, dnou eniong €xel Bpapeutei. To «And Tnv
noAn €pxopal...», nou £ypaye pe  OutouAa Bakavd, Bpapeutnke and 1ov Kunpiakd Lovoeapo MNaidikou
Kai Neavikou BipAiou — Cyprus IBBY. To Beatpik6 «H eniotpo@n 1ou xapévou npiykina» EAaBe énaivo and
Tov B0K. To BiBAio ng «O OUAaKag Tou 8KIw — n apxn...» anéonace 10 Kpanko BpaBeio Neavikng
Noyorexviac Kunpou.

To 2021, 10 GvEIPO TNG Va EIKOVOYPAPNOEI DIKO TN KEIEVO, EYIVE NPAYUATIKOTNTA O IO OUVEQPYQOIa YE
TIc Ekddaeic Metaixpio pe 10 BIBAIo «H daokala pe pioeil». To 2022, KuKAo@OpNoE 10 «Eioal aoTépi!» Kal
naAi ano 11 ekdooeIc Metaixpio.

Sandra Eleftheriou

Sandra Eleftheriou studied graphic arts and began her career as an illustrator in 2004. Since then, she
has collaborated with numerous publishing houses, and her work has achieved wide recognition,
earning multiple distinctions. She has been awarded the Cyprus National Prize for lllustration six times,
represented Cyprus on the 2012 IBBY Honour List, and was nominated for the Hans Christian Andersen
Award in 2020. Additionally, she was nominated for the Madame Figaro Women of the Year Awards in
the Creators category in 2018 and again in 2022. She has also served as a jury member for the National
llustration Awards in both Cyprus and Greece.

Beyond illustration, Eleftheriou is an accomplished author whose work has received significant
acclaim. She was awarded the Cyprus IBBY Award for “| Come from the City”, co-authored with Fytoula
Vakana. Her play “The Return of the Lost Prince” was honored by the Theatre Organization of Cyprus,
and her book “The Guardian of the 8: The Beginning” received the Cyprus National Award for Young
People’s Literature. In 2021, Eleftheriou realized her long-held ambition of illustrating her own texts
through a collaboration with Metaichmio Publications, resulting in the publication of “The Teacher
Hates Me!” (2021) and “You Are a Star!” (2022).

*The message was selected by the students from 19 schools across Cyprus, following a nationwide competition-feattiring distinguished Cypriot
authors and illustrators. To ensure fairness, all entries were submitted anonymously to the schools, with the creators’ identities disclosed enly
after the final votes were counted. O

Writer: Elena Perikleous https://elenaperikleous.com/ ]

lllustrator: Sandra Eleftheriou https://www.facebook.com/sandraikones/ e https://www.instagram.com/sandraeleftheriou/ X -




