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GERMAN CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE AWARD
Since 1956 the German Children’s Literature Award (Deut­
scher Jugendliteraturpreis) has been given annually to 
outstanding works of children’s and young adult literature.

It is endowed with 72,000 Euro in total and funded by the 
German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior Citizens, 
Women and Youth. The goal of the award is to strengthen 
children and young adults in their personal development 
and to offer guidance to the vast German book market. 
The award has been international since it was established: 
books that have been translated from other languages are 
just as eligible as German books.

Each year a jury of critics awards prizes in the categories 
of Picture Book, Children’s Book, Young Adult Book and 
Non-Fiction. Furthermore, an independent young adult 
jury awards its own prize. It consists of six reading clubs 
from all over Germany. The jurys nominate six titles, which 
have been published the previous year, in each category. 
Out of these they choose the winning titles. The awards 
carry a value of 10,000 Euro and can be split up between 
authors, illustrators and translators.

On March 12, 2020, this year’s shortlist was presented 
at the Leipzig Book Fair. The award winners will be 
announced on October 16, 2020, at the Frankfurt Book Fair. 
The award is organized by the Association for Children’s 
and Youth Literature (Arbeitskreis für Jugendliteratur), 
German Section of the International Board on Books for 
Young People (IBBY).

SPECIAL AWARD  
FOR NEW TALENTS
Nominees for the Special Award for New Talents include 
three German authors, who have published their first 
outstanding book in the previous three years. The winner is 
chosen by the special award jury, who is also responsible 
for awarding the Special Award for Lifetime Achievement 
of a German author.

The Special Award for New Talents is 10,000 Euro, the 
Special Award For Lifetime Achievement carries a value of 
12,000 Euro. Both Special Awards are given alternately to 
German authors, translators and illustrators.
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NORA KRUG

was born in Karlsruhe in 
1977. She is Associate Pro­
fessor of Illustration at the 
Parsons School of Design 
in New York / USA. Her 
drawings and visual nar­
ratives regularly appear in 
major newspapers and 
magazines.

NOMINATED FOR

RIEKE PATWARDHAN

grew up in the Federal 
State of Schleswig-Hol­
stein/Germany. She trained 
as a bookseller, started 
various studies of arts and 
humanities and has a de­
gree in psychology. She 
lives with her family in 
Hamburg.

NOMINATED FOR 

DIRK POPE

was born in 1969 and lives 
with his family in Frank­
furt / Main. He has been 
active in the advertising 
industry for a long time. 
Since 2010 he teaches Ger­
man and Physical Educa­
tion besides his work as an 
author.

NOMINATED FOR

Heimat 
Penguin 
ISBN 978-3-328-60005-3
28.00 € (D), 28.80 € (A)
Age 14+

Forschungsgruppe 
Erbsensuppe 
Illustrated by   
Regina Kehn
Knesebeck Verlag
ISBN 978-3-95728-023-7
13.00 € (D), 13.40 € (A)
Age 8+

Abgefahren
Hanser
ISBN 978-3-446-25875-4
15.00 € (D), 15.50 € (A)
Age 15+
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GERMAN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE AWARD 2020 NOMINATIONS
JURY OF CRITICS YOUNG ADULT JURY
PICTURE BOOK CHILDREN’S BOOK YOUNG ADULT BOOK NON FICTION

Anita Lehmann (text)
Kasia Fryza (ill.)
Sabber Schlabber  
Kussi Bussi
Translated from  
English by Stefanie 
Kuballa-Cottone
Helvetiq
ISBN 978-2-940481-75-0
14.00 € (D), 14.40 € (A)
Age 3+

John Hare
Ausflug zum Mond
Moritz
ISBN 978-3-89565-381-0
14.00 € (D), 14.40 € (A)
Age 4+

Mac Barnett (text)
Jon Klassen (ill.) 
Dreieck Quadrat Kreis
Translated from English 
by Thomas Bodmer
NordSüd
ISBN 978-3-314-10551-7
45.00 € (D), 46.30 € (A)
Age 5+

Julie Fogliano (text)
Lane Smith (ill.)
Das Haus, das ein 
Zuhause war
Translated from English by   
Uwe-Michael Gutzschhahn
Fischer Sauerländer
ISBN 978-3-7373-5623-7
16.00 € (D), 16.50 € (A)
Age 5+

Ina Hattenhauer
Das ausgelassene ABC
Gerstenberg
ISBN 978-3-8369-5623-9
13.00 € (D), 13.40 € (A)
Age 5+

Piotr Karski
Meer! 
Translated from Polish by 
Marlena Breuer
Moritz
ISBN 978-3-89565-377-3
20.00 € (D), 20.60 € (A)
Age 7+

Stefanie Schweizer 
(editor)
Lyrik-Comics
Beltz & Gelberg
ISBN 978-3-407-75461-5
16.95 € (D), 17.50 € (A)
Age 6+ 
 

Will Gmehling
Freibad
Peter Hammer
ISBN 978-3-7795-0608-9
14.00 € (D), 14.40 € (A)
Age 9+ 
 

Linde Hagerup (text)
Felicitas Horstschäfer (ill.)
Ein Bruder zu viel
Translated from 
Norwegian by Gabriele 
Haefs
Gerstenberg
ISBN 978-3-8369-5678-9
14.95 € (D), 15.40 € (A)
Age 9+

Stanislaw Wostokow (text)
Marija Woronzowa (ill.)
Frossja Furchtlos 
Translated from Russian by   
Thomas Weiler
Knesebeck Verlag
ISBN 978-3-95728-259-0
14.00 € (D), 14.40 € (A)
Age 9+

Anne Becker
Die beste Bahn meines 
Lebens
Beltz & Gelberg
ISBN 978-3-407-75457-8
12.95 € (D), 13.40 € (A)
Age 10+ 
 

Enne Koens (text)
Maartje Kuiper (ill.)
Ich bin Vincent und ich 
habe keine Angst
Translated from Dutch by 
Andrea Kluitmann
Gerstenberg
ISBN 978-3-8369-5679-6
15.00 € (D), 15.50 € (A)
Age 10+

Susan Kreller
Elektrische Fische
Carlsen
ISBN 978-3-551-58404-5
15.00 € (D), 15.50 € (A)
Age 12+ 
 
 

Dita Zipfel (text)
Rán Flygenring (ill.)
Wie der Wahnsinn mir  
die Welt erklärte
Hanser
ISBN 978-3-446-26444-1
15.00 € (D), 15.50 € (A)
Age 12+ 

Antje Herden
Keine halben Sachen
Beltz & Gelberg
ISBN 978-3-407-81248-3
12.95 € (D), 13.40 € (A)
Age 14+ 
 
 

Jason Reynolds
Long way down
Translated from English 
by Petra Bös
dtv Reihe Hanser
ISBN 978-3-423-65031-1
14.95 € (D), 15.40 € (A)
Age 14+ 

Dashka Slater
Bus 57
Translated from English  
by Ann Lecker
Loewe
ISBN 978-3-7432-0363-1
18.95 € (D), 19.50 € (A)
Age 14+ 

Stefanie de Velasco
Kein Teil der Welt
Kiepenheuer & Witsch
ISBN 978-3-462-05043-1
22.00 € (D), 22.70 € (A)
Age 16+

Eva Martens (editor)
Farben
Carlsen
ISBN 978-3-551-17014-9
9.99 € (D), 10.30 € (A)
Age 2+ 

Sabina Radeva
Darwins Entstehung 
der Arten
Translated from English 
by Stefanie Ochel
Hanser
ISBN 978-3-446-26231-7
16.00 € (D), 16.50 € (A)
Age 6+

David Böhm
A wie Antarktis
Translated from Czech by 
Lena Dorn
Karl Rauch
ISBN 978-3-7920-0371-8
22.00 € (D), 22.70 € (A)
Age 8+ 

Maria Ana Peixe Dias (text)
Inês Teixeira do Rosário 
(text)
Bernardo P. Carvalho (ill.)
Die Natur
Translated from Portuguese 
by Claudia Stein
Beltz & Gelberg
ISBN 978-3-407-81214-8
22.95 € (D), 23.60 € (A)
Age 8+

Vitali Konstantinov
Es steht geschrieben
Gerstenberg
ISBN 978-3-8369-5943-8
25.00 € (D), 25.70 € (A)
Age 10+ 
 
 

Michał Libera (text) 
Michał Mendyk (text)
Aleksandra Mizielińska (ill.)
Daniel Mizieliński (ill.)
Wie das klingt!  
Translated from Polish by   
Thomas Weiler
Moritz
ISBN 978-3-89565-384-1
25.00 € (D), 25.70 € (A)
Age 12+

Steve Tasane
Junge ohne Namen
Translated from English by   
Henning Ahrens
Fischer Sauerländer
ISBN 978-3-7373-5643-5
16.00 € (D), 16.50 € (A)
Age 12+ 

Dirk Reinhardt
Über die Berge und  
über das Meer
Gerstenberg
ISBN 978-3-8369-5676-5
14.95 € (D), 15.40 € (A)
Age 13+ 
 

Christelle Dabos
Die Verlobten des Winters
Translated from French by   
Amelie Thoma
Insel
ISBN 978-3-458-17792-0
18.00 € (D), 18.50 € (A)
Age 12+ 

Sarah Crossan
Wer ist Edward Moon?
Translated from English by   
Cordula Setsman
Mixtvision
ISBN 978-3-95854-140-5
17.00 € (D), 17.50 € (A)
Age 14+ 

Neal & Jarrod Shusterman
Dry
Translated from English by   
Pauline Kurbasik and Kristian Lutze
Fischer Sauerländer 
ISBN 978-3-7373-5638-1
15.00 € (D), 15.50 € (A)
Age 14+ 

Dashka Slater
Bus 57
Translated from English by   
Ann Lecker
Loewe
ISBN 978-3-7432-0363-1
18.95 € (D), 19.50 € (A)
Age 14+


